Tiger When Aroused ^ p ^ £ 'C $ 

' I 


Underdog Lawyer To Defend Sirhan 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 
wispy, silver-haired, lawyer who 
looks like a small-town banker 
but turns into a tiger in the 
courtroom will defend Sirhan 
Bishora Sirhan, the accused as- 
sassin of Sen. Robert F. Kenne- 
dy. 

Russell E. Parsons’ own de- 
scription of his 40-year career is 
perhaps a clue to his taking 
what undoubtedly will be his 
most famous case: “I’ve been 
journeyman lawyer.” 

Parsons will work without fee 
in behalf of the 24-year-old Jor- 
danian immigrant charged with 
shooting Kennedy in the kitchen 
of the Ambassador Hotel on the 
morning of June 5. 

He indicates he may argue 
that Sirhan suffered from brain 
damage. But he declined to 
specify his strategy and admit- 
ted only that he is defending an- 
other client who suffered a type 
of brain damage. 

A psychiatrist will examine 
Sirhan “from the tops 'of his 
sh<fes to the tip of his head,” 
Pahsons said. 


After an American Civil Lib- 


“He seems quiet,” said an as- 
sociate, “but in court he roars.” 

Said others: “He’s an orator 
of the old school. . . in the tradi- 
tion of Clarence Darrow”. . . 
“Lawyer’s lawyer,” and— 

“When he argues to a jury, 
chills go up and down your 
spine.” 

On the street, they said, he 
unfailingly contributes to pan- 
handlers and blind peddlers. 
Twice a grandfather, he walks 
two or three miles a night, goes 
deer hunting annually in’ Utah] 
and escapes on weekends with 
his wife Victoria to their home 
in Palm Springs. 

But his only real hobby is the 
law, at which he puts in 12-hour 
days. 

Parsons was born near down- 
town Los Angeles where his con- 
tractor father helped build the 
3rd Street tunnel after helping 
build the Palace Hotel in San 
Francisco, the U.S. Grant Hotel 
in San Diego and Hotel Utah op- 
posite the Mormon Tabernacle 
in Salt Lake City. 

“I’m a Jack Mormon, which 
means not a very good one.” 
said Parsons. “I don’t smoke, I 
don’t swear much and I drinK . 
not at all — I used to but not ’ 
much.” 

He looks upon the Sirhan case 
as “a big assignment, a tremen- 
dous responsibility. Any crimi- 
nal case is.” , 


erties Union attorney announced 
Sirhan’s slection, newsmen as- 
cended to Parsons’ fourth-floor 
Civic Center office and found: 

— A 69-year-old legal veteran 
who has tried about 5,000 cases 
and on appeal won California’s 
celebrated “Cahan decision” 
barring illegally acquired evi- 
dence. 

— A wiry, 5-foot-7, 137-pound 
man, hawk-faced, with thinning 
hair combed straight back. . . 
piercing blue eyes behind thin- 
rimmed _ spectacles. . . snappy 
answers in a shallow voice. 



